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. School’s electric chair haunts natives
o

BY PETER MOON
The Globe and Mail
Fort Albany First Nation, Ont.

homemade electric chair

I that was used for years to

punish aboriginal children

at St. Anne's Residential School

has disappeared, but its memory
endures. .

Hundreds of children who sur-
vived the horrors of the school
have bitter memories of the chair
that was used first for entertain-
ment but eventually as a means of
forcing them to bend to the will of
the Roman Catholic missionaries
who ran the school.

“People were put in the electric

First it was used for entertainment, then
Jor punishment for aboriginal children.

chair as a form of punishment,*
Mary Anne Nakogee-Davis, 41,
who attended St. Anne’s between
Grades 1 and 8, said in an inter-
view. “They would put children in
it if they were bad. The nuns used
it as a weapon.

“It was done to me on more
than one occasion. They would
strap your arms to the metal arm
rests, and it would jolt you and go
through your system. I don't know

what I did that was bad enough to
have that done to me.”

Edmund Metatawabin, 49, a for-
mer chief of the Fort Albany First
Nation, said he remembers he and
his class being forced to take turns
sitting in the chair and receiving
painful jolts of electricity to enter-

“I was six years old,” he said.
“There was no sense of volunteer-
ing or anything. We were just told

by the brother to do it and there
was never any question of not
doing it,

“Once the thing was cranked
up, I could feel the current going
through me, mainly through my
arms. Your legs are jumping up,
and everyone was laughing.”

St. Anne's operated as a resi-
dential school from 1904 to 1973 in
this isolated Cree community of
1,400 people on the west coast of
James Bay, 1,000 kilometres north
of Toronto.

The federal government fciced
Cree and Ojibwa children to leave
their families and live at the
school for 10 months of the year.
Please see Electric | A4
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